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Theory of Matriarchal Society and Its Problematic
Application in China

ZHOU Dandan LI Ruohui

Abstract. The theory of matriarchal society has had quite a different fate in
China than in the West. As an academic proposition, matriarchy, referring
to primitive female-dominated societies, is largely discredited in the West.

However, as an academic myth, it gained popularity among the Chinese
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social scientists in the 20th century. The collapse of matriarchy theory in the
West offers us an opportunity to reflect on the origin and the meaning of the
Chinese phrase “zhimu bu zhifu” (one only knows his/her mother but not
father) . The term of “ matriarchy” was introduced into Chinese language
during the late Qing and the early Republican period. Ever since then, the
term has been applied to describe a Chinese prehistoric period in order to cast
China in the same light of the West sharing the same universal pattern of

‘

evolutional development stages of human history. Phrases such as “ zhimu
bu zhifu” from ancient Chinese classics were treated as evidences for the
existence of a matriarchal period in China. However. a careful examination
of the original text challenges such assumption. “ Zhimu bu zhifu” speaks
for different sets of ideas in Daoism and Legalism. During the Warring
States, Confucianism was the main advocator of monarchical power. In
Confucian views, serve one’ s father is equal to serve one’ s emperor, the
same reverence should be observed. But, Daoism rejects monarchy, thus the
followers of Zhuangzi forsake fathers for the love of mothers. The followers
of Legalist Shang Yang saw love for mothers as love for self, a motivation for
people to pursue competition and conquest. The strong and the virtuous
would emerge and compete with each other. A monarchy with absolute power
is the necessary solution to such competitions. Therefore. in Legalist views.,
love to mother leads to a strong monarchical state. Our study demonstrates a
clear mismatch of what “ zhimu bu zhifu” meant in the pre-Qin Chinese
classics and its modern interpretation in the Chinese application of the theory
of matriarchal society.

Keywords: matriarchy thought, matriarchal society, cancel father to cancel
monarch, recognize mother to remain state, the localization of Chinese

sociology
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WA ACEREZ U0 I B IRFBFRK « BRI PR Z2H A 4
MABEE KTz YR, LA YEMASE WK 852 H €
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HE3#,2009:593) . (AXEEVEAN T B F ) “dr H#rm £, i
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JEF JG 2 OB IR BRI T AR R RO HFr 3e B0 TR AL, 1]
BT T —A/NRE . RELIMA S G 4H . R oKy 2148 = 8 T ok
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B TEAE IRAE A CE T« SR« JTEEE) A = 08T 3 0k, B3
B 5 B B Z T TS SUAF RS 17 (R P - 1961 :350) & | 1 R
AL R E AR A SR MR B AETIR R SR SRR A Y . S R
Je AR A LIRS AR SE . DUk LA Z fE L R
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EECEFOIFTZ U AFA 57057 RGN GG T ANZ 5 Wk, 4
SEXZIFIAL., B R E TR A WA Z A S AR E A S
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RFBMGEAT . S =P RATZ AR DURBIR R Z R ) B E 4 L
R Z ] RE MR K R 2= Al .7 X 4 (1995159 — 168) A S (4
PD— B NE FERAE TR RERO , T LACE KRB ML W 55
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P AR R 2R R R (A ) R E R A SHEE TUE AR E R
JZ U7 BE AL W) RS SRR ) A R ) 2 AR AR
g, SRR L BB 31 AR R R AL R R BOR M R 5K Il T
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M B S 5 ASASUAT S S AR 0 o i L v R AR ) AR X R R
PS5 BRI S EAHEAHE R AR T — B2

AR SBRA MR 7 E W B AR Z R . B R (2007.17)
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Wb, FEFE.ERIL, LEEREAS. mitH il
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HEREM B )2, PAEMAEH . RT . HIHE, Fimz
ZE AT . HIE, ERAMEZL— AT . ¥2E, BLE,
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A~ FHEFFmEET, EREF Rk miBE R
R, FFH . DARAEL;mP EH (A LAITL, LW=ZF
FFEMRAL KA EH L, HFEMATEFL, %8,

EEHB, KEM—%,m Bl IR — % A0 F, m B
— L, W RBNETAE HHEUNATRAE, (LW,
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FTFCIFFERS ) AR L K BB (1989 :60) TA Jy » “C IF FE B ) A S T
9 555 T S 7 A4 1 055 ol 27 R P T S TRV B0 9 9 — 2 SR
fy, eeeeee ARV AR 2 KM B AR ILAERKANEZ G, e
AR — A IS RGNS S BARIEH R BA N Ao B g
TR R AR I H o A B AR A TR 2R R IR
WEPCHR” . B FCE ) B, B4 38 (1998 57) #E W . “( ¥ b
F ) BIG L PR R 28 TERT 256 4F L T B A G HT 239 4E. Nk, B R AT
RENETTE., NEREHNRYELE SHEEANEEER. AT
WAIZH S5CEF « A E)CEEDY GEEY (A AR Y L)
SRS AR SR B A E RIE TR T R S 2 I R ATIA
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T6EE - CTF FE i ) B0y I8 00 JHL 38 T AR 2800 B 42 7 R o >4 R it o B 2 4
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TECTT 5 ) rp s T 7B i 27 2 B A1l LR /O R M 08 119 3 B B3
T RFEMEH S RICPM R A TE T FHELE 3 X — B
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ROVSEAE - DWETERTEAANTTRENSS, DA & TR
M EARRRZ NE L ILEOEF « AME « RN F 5 1 F
WA B 1 57 R 28 U AS 3 (8 PR 4 - 1961 :465) . MG BA R ) Y 3
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T3k — N AR E 8 S 5T b HE R W 208 T B AR . B
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A —— NS5 A Z A A EZ 07 WG Tk B s g R AR T
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RN Rk BL A 37 R RE B S nDIE B U2 . (HAE R JG 2%
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BIRFAEZUBTFZRME AL EFHASAZH LA EZ
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Z LLHZE” (R 53T .2013:2697.2699) . Xf (5 » X SN o 28 B X &b
(G B ANAT R 7 S X A B . 1E 2 AE X R Y AN B Z RS
D45 VSR NE S BUBTE A - RARX N B2 % T2
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ATE FX — X R (A = 2 ) G TV R BB (R
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X RA T SO EAE S F 307 FRCHARRE “MC 3 -+ 22 DOk
ERE R, BEREA WA REETG . BFE 2. MTEEK
F= SCE AT ER 7 RO S, DA AR08 T ORF B v i) 28 2R R LA R, —
PVIBGAE . B2 TR TN R m RAWHNZT . A2 LU
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Vo UATMIJCIE , W SE45 AR, 55 ik O Ak 0l 06 A 5 25 S e B | Wt
TR AN 1R 2 R S — e X BB A3 B £ R
I, R S A 52 A I REE R TR SR &R R
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SN R R K. AR S8 09 Dy s LB U0 ED S AR . IR EUR
(2015:3) 45 1, #E &2 2 N B B AR T = A 0, B L= AR s Bt R
A 5 Z Y Ta) R R R 2 G R, HLPA IR B At AR 2 8 5 sk
B2 A R At S 2 J B T2 ¢ T MUEVAR sl (i B sb B 2 o2 i 4o 1)
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